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7-7:30 p.m. 
Race and Rhetoric: How Obama’s 2008 Race Speech Sought to Build “A 
More Perfect Union” 
John Thomas Faircloth 
Faculty Advisor:  Suzanne E. Lindsey 
 
Then-Senator Barack Obama’s 2008 “A More Perfect Union” speech on race, given in the 
aftermath of the Jeremiah Wright controversy, was one of the candidate’s finest moments. 
Obama’s campaign was in a crisis that demanded a powerful response, and the future president 
delivered. His speech largely diffused the Wright scandal, turning the campaign back in his 
favor. After giving what even political opponents considered “a very historic speech,” Obama 
was able to win the Democratic primary and the general election. 
 
This speech was crucial to Obama’s success–but what exactly made it so powerful? Elements 
such as Obama’s personal background, engagement with rhetorical tradition, and linguistic 
techniques are essential to understanding how he was able to connect with a very diverse 
national audience. With this in mind, a Neo-Aristotelian rhetorical analysis explains why 
Obama’s speech was so potent, helped him win the election, and sought to help build bridges 
among races–trying to build “A More Perfect Union.”  
 
 
7:30-8 p.m. 
Dying for Entertainment: A Situational Analysis of Blackfish 
Michelle Walker 
Faculty Advisor:  Suzanne E. Lindsey 
 
Social media spikes around the recent documentary Blackfish captivating an audience far greater 
than the small film featured at the Sundance Film Festival anticipated. After witnessing the death 
of Sea World trainer Dawn Brancheau, the director of the film Gabriela Cowperthwaite made it 
her mission to uncover the truth behind this “accident” and tell the story of the killer whale 
Tilikum. Blackfish tries to convince the world that it is inhumane to keep these marine mammals 
in captivity because the way they are manipulated to entertain is against their nature. 
Although some people will continually blame the “wild” in these animals because of the stigma 
attached to them, Blackfish unveils true character of these mammals behind the glass. Through 
Tilikum’s story Cowperthwaite has created a worldwide army of activists determined to let these 
captivating creatures live free in the oceans.  
 



 
8-8:30 p.m. 
A Strategy for Change: Nonviolence in the South African Defiance Campaign 
of 1989 
Mary Hagy 
Faculty Advisor:  Suzanne E. Lindsey  
 
In Afrikaans, the term “apartheid” translates as “the state of being apart”; this was the condition 
of South Africa for forty-six years. From 1948 to 1994, the National Party ruled South Africa 
and focused on this means of segregation to separate black and white citizens. In response to 
these unjust laws, the Anti-Apartheid Movement was born in early 1950s and from it grew many 
campaigns in resistance to this way of government. Among them was 1989’s Defiance of Unjust 
Laws Campaign which used nonviolence to combat the segregation. 
 
The nonviolent aspect of this campaign helped to differentiate it among other campaigns of the 
time which were centered around violence. In contrast to the beatings and tear gas bombs, the 
Defiance Campaign activists performing hunger strikes and protests on white-only territory. This 
campaign’s use of goal-oriented, nonviolent strategies proved vital to ending Apartheid in South 
Africa.  
 
 


